

March 30, 2022
Lansing Neurosurgery

Dr. Heilman
RE:  Arnold Foglesong
DOB:  09/28/1946

Dear Dr. Heilman:

This is a letter on behalf of Mr. Arnold Foglesong, date of birth 09/28/1946, for an upcoming L3-L5 lumbar laminectomy to be done on April 21.  I am seeing him for advanced renal failure stage V.  He has not started dialysis yet; already has an AV fistula on the right side.  Last visit was in January, underlying hypertension.  There have been no symptoms that require dialysis, no uremia, encephalopathy, pericarditis or severe volume overload.  Blood pressure at home has been in the 140s/60s.  He takes phosphorus binders PhosLo on the biggest meal, on Lasix, Coreg, on treatment for secondary hyperparathyroidism with Rocaltrol.  The last chemistries available are March 25, creatinine of 4.96 for a GFR of 11.  Normal sodium, potassium at 5.2, elevated bicarbonate from diuretics.  Normal calcium and albumin.  Minor increase of phosphorus 5.2 and minor increase of PTH at 130.  He has anemia of 11.5 with normal white blood cells and platelets.  From the renal standpoint, I will not object upcoming surgery, obviously he is on stage V renal failure with no dialysis needed yet.  There is trending of high potassium that can be monitored.  He has already a fistula that can be used anytime.  Avoid anti-inflammatory agents.  Monitor carefully volume status, blood pressure.  I do not believe he needs dialysis yet, but we could discuss if that will be a requirement for this kind of surgery.

All above issues were discussed with the patient. Education provided, questions answered to patient's satisfaction. Patient verbalized understanding.

Sincerely,

JOSE FUENTE, M.D.
JF/gg
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